
Dear West Annapolis Families, 

Thank you all for your warm welcome as I have come aboard as your new principal. It has truly been a pleasure these 

first few weeks here at West Annapolis Elementary.  I will continue to strive for student growth, providing support to our   

teachers, and to work with our school community and parents for the benefit of our students. Students come first and making 

decisions in the best interest of students has always been a value that I hold dear. I am again very grateful to be able to serve 

West Annapolis in this capacity. Your continued support is always appreciated. 

Thank you for your participation in the recent October parent-teacher conferences and how you instill the importance of        

education in your children’s lives daily. If your child’s teacher did not request a conference in October they will make an      

appointment with you in December. We thank you for your efforts and want you to know that your involvement is viewed as a 

valued partnership all in the best interest of our students.  

November brings us near the end of the first quarter of the school year and I know you; like your children are eager for 

their first report card that will be coming home right before Thanksgiving break. Thanksgiving is a time for thanks and know 

that I am most thankful for family and being here as a new part of this wonderful West Annapolis school community. I hope that 

you all enjoy your time off at Thanksgiving with your families and loved ones. Thank you for all that you do. 

     With pride, 

     Jen Bennett, Principal 

Principal’s Message 

Dates To Remember  
November 

4th  PTA Fall Green scape Day, 9am-12pm 

6th  Volunteer Orientation, 9am  

7th  Cultural Arts Assembly, 9am  

9th  2 hr Early Dismissal 

  CogAT testing, Grades 2 & 5 

  PTA Bingo Night, 6 pm 

10th  Veteran’s Day Commemoration, 8:45am 

  2 hr Early Dismissal 

13th  Gr. 5 @  National Gallery of Art 

14th   CogAT Testing, Grades 2 & 5  

  PTA Meeting, 7pm 

16th  American Education Week-Open House, 9:30am-10:30am 
  & 1:30 pm-2:30pm  

  PTA Restaurant Night– Buffalo Wild Wings 

 

West Annapolis Elementary November 2017 

Retriever Newsletter 

20th  CogAT Testing, Grade 2 & 5 

  Report Cards home 

21st  Gr. 4 @ Arlington Echo 

22nd-24th ALL SCHOOLS CLOSED  
  (Happy Thanksgiving!) 

27th  School Resumes 

December 

5th  Barnes & Noble Book Fair  

7th  2 hr Early Dismissal 

8th  NO SCHOOL-Conferences 

   

Cultivating Life Long Learners 



Every school in the state of Maryland develops a school improvement plan designed to meet specific needs of the school based 

on academic and behavioral data.  This year West Annapolis will continue efforts to reduce the achievement gap for all students.  

All of the initiatives included in the plan will help us move forward in providing differentiated, relevant, and rigorous            

Instruction in a quality learning environment.  We will continue our efforts in these 3 areas; Reading, Math and AVID. 

On Friday, November 10th at 8:45am, West Annapolis Elementary will celebrate the brave men and women who have served 

our nation.  It is a time for all of us to thank all of our nation’s heroes and to show our appreciation for their service to the    

United States of America.  We invite all current, retired, and reserve service men and women to join us that morning.  Many 

thanks to Mrs. Love for her coordination efforts.  

School Improvement Plan 

Veteran’s Day Commemoration 

Harvest for the Hungry 
Thank you for your generous support of the AACPS/ West Annapolis Elementary Harvest for the Hungry food drive.  The    

students of West Annapolis have collected many nonperishable items to donate to the Anne Arundel County Food Bank.      

During this time of year, when we take time to be with family and friends and give thanks for what we have, your kindness was 

heartwarming and a great way to show our children the importance of sharing with those who are less fortunate.  
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American Education Week 

We are a Box Tops School! For each Box Top, West Annapolis Elementary earns $0.10. This year we ask that you send your 

box tops in a envelope or baggy labeled with students name and teacher. Our goal this year is to earn $1,000 for WAES.  The 

class with the most box tops win a prize!  

Box Tops 

November 13th-17th marks the celebration of American Education Week.  As part of our celebration, we would like to invite 

our parents into the classrooms on Thursday, November 16th from 9:30-10:30am or 1:30-2:30pm.  This is a great                     

opportunity for you to see your student(s) in action.  We do ask that younger siblings do not attend, as this is a regular school 

day for our students.  

Kindergarten Highlights 
Language Arts: We are finishing up our first unit "The Power of Me" and will move on to unit 2 "The Power of Us." Many students 

have mastered all of their letters and sounds. We are working on identifying beginning sounds in words.  We are also continuing to 

identify and produce rhyming words.  Please  continue to practice the sight words with your child and make sure the ring stays in 

their zipper pouch as we put new words on  weekly.  

· Math: We will begin to work on identifying, writing, counting and understanding numbers to 20. By the end of the first quarter, 

we would like the students to be able to count to 31 or higher.  

· Science/ Social Studies: Students will be learning about maps, land features and natural and human- made resources. Students will 

also learn the difference between a good and a service. We will be learning about Veteran’s Day and the historical events that led to 

the first Thanksgiving. 

            As the temperature begins to drop, please dress your child appropriately for the weather. We go outside every day unless it’s 

raining or below 32 degrees. We expect all children to close their coats independently. This is a good time to practice at 

home.  Tying shoes is also an appropriate skill for them to be working on. 

    Please take note of your child's gym and media days. Please send your child with tennis shoes on gym days and their library book 

on media day.          

  Be on the look out for more information about our annual Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast! 



First Grade Highlights 
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Thank you  to all our fabulous parents for a successful Halloween party! It was a great time and we appreciate all your hard work! 
  
Language Arts: 
In writing we just completed our personal narratives and are starting to write informational texts.  We will continue to focus on the conventions of 

writing (capitals, punctuation, organization, and spelling).  In reading we are also focusing on nonfiction texts and text features.  Students will be 

comparing and contrasting key details presented in multiple texts on the same topic.   
Math 
We are continuing our study of unit fractions and using fractions in measurement and data. We are also solving problems with measurement,     

specifically elapsed time, capacity and grams and kilograms. As always look for Parent Letters in your student’s Tuesday folder at the beginning of 

each unit for details, strategies and games that support instruction. 

 Our goal for the first marking period was to become fluent in our 0,1,2,5,and 10 multiplication facts. Thank you for practicing each night with your 

child; we have had great success!  The goal for the second marking period is to master our 3, 4, and 6 facts. Please continue to review all we have 

learned and to practice the new facts each night. Please take advantage of the First in Math program that has been purchased for your child. Students 

are recognized here at school for the time they spend practicing at home.  
Science 
 In science we are starting a new unit on microorganisms, ecosystems, heredity and biological evolution. As always, if you are an expert or have 

experience in this field, please consider coming in and sharing your knowledge with the class. 
Social Studies  
 In social studies we are learning about how communities change.  We will be discussing culture and immigration and how these impact             

communities. 

Third Grade Highlights 

Fourth Grade Highlights 
Math: 

· Students in grade 4 use the area model and partial quotients as strategies for division with up to four-digit dividends. Students also solve division 

problems that result in remainders and interpret what the remainder means within the context of the problem. Students identify formulas for finding 

perimeter and area in solving real world problems.  

Reading:  We are beginning our second unit within the unit of Communication. This unit focuses on "Animal Interactions." 

During this unit students will able to understand Author's language, determine main ideas and details, and explain the author's reasons and points.  

Writing:  In writing, we are finishing up our fictional narratives. Students are getting much better at showing vs telling in their writing!  

Science:   The unit will study how humans have used patterns and codes to transfer information over distances. Native American drum codes, Morse 

Code, and binary code will be addressed. The unit culminates with students using a code to transmit a message to a classmate over a distance.  

Social Studies:  The students will evaluate the results of interactions between European explorers and native peoples.  They will also explain how 

and why the Maryland colony was established, including political and economic motives for coming to the new world.  
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Second Grade Highlights 

It’s hard to believe that the first marking period is almost over! We would like to send out a HUGE thank you to all of our 

parents for their help with our Halloween festivities!  

In Language Arts we are reading novels, biographies, and informational texts. We have also begun our informational writing 

unit. Students are conducting scientific experiments and writing lab reports to share their findings.  

In Math we are continuing to work on story problems using addition and subtraction strategies. Please remember to 

keep practicing addition and subtraction facts each night. 

In Science we have been learning about natural ways our Earth changes, both rapidly and slowly, over time. 



A special thank you to our parents for helping with costumes and organizing our classroom Halloween parties. 

Math:  

· Adding and Subtracting Fractions: In this unit, students will discover how to add fractions with unlike denominators using visual models such as 

fraction strips and number lines. They will also find common denominators using multiple strategies, including like denominators, finding 

common multiples, and multiplying the denominators. To further develop their skills, they will have the opportunity to estimate the sums and 

differences of fractions to help them solve word problems.  

Social Studies: We will conclude our Colonial Period Unit.  Students will be able to explain the     

geographic and economic differences between colonial regions as well as describe the social, 

political and religious components of the early colonies.  

Science:: We will be starting Unit 3 investigating how matter can be changed physically and 

chemically. 

Writing: We will continue with our Narrative writing unit focusing on writing from another person's 

point of view. 

Reading:  In reading we will continue to work in our groups on various novels focusing on being able to draw inferences from the text, comparing 

and contrasting characters, settings, and events in our novels.  

Donations of hand soap always appreciated 

As always, remember to dress for the mess in art!!  

5th: Tie Dye/Field Trip Prep/ Scratchboards 

4th: White paint glue winter landscapes 

3rd: Coffee Lid Snow Person 

2nd: Styrofoam Winter Landscape 

1st: Snowflake Pop Art Prints 

K: Snowman Bas Relief/ Paul Klee Our City 

Fifth Grade Highlights 

Art Highlights 
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Reading Highlights 

November is National Novel Writing Month and we are excited to celebrate this event this year 

with a school-wide Young  Author’s Contest.  Each grade is challenged to write an original story or 

poem.  The writing must be creative and stories must include all the following story elements: 

meaningful characters, descriptive setting, an interesting plot, and a conclusion. Poems must be 

about one topic only and may or may not rhyme.  Students will have time to work on their entries 

within the classroom, but they may also choose to enter a piece that was written at home.   

All entries are due November 30.  One winner will be selected per grade.  The 2nd - 5th grade     

winners will be entered into the county-wide Young Author’s Contest.  All entries will earn a writing spirit stick! 

Happy Writing! 



Music: We have begun our FORM unit. All students will be exploring how music is organized, and how to represent that 

form  visually, physically and aurally, using their voices, classroom instruments and manipulatives. 

Band: After spending the month of September organizing and outfitting our groups, we have finally started making musical sounds in October! We 

spent much of our first lessons focused on proper setup, daily routines and classroom behaviors. Students should be very aware of our Team      

approach (“We vs. Me”) and how much hard work and discipline it takes to learn an instrument properly so we can be good musicians and have a 

lot of fun at the same time! Please encourage your young musicians to practice daily. Short, frequent sessions are most productive! The method 

book should include a CD for repetition of class lessons at home. Our concert on Dec 19 is fast approaching!  

Reminder: WAES students will combine with Annapolis ES to perform at the Eastport Tug of War on Saturday, November 4th from 10:30-12:00 

noon. We need maximum par ticipation at this fun Annapolis tr adition! (I know there is another  event at the school that day but ou r       

performance will actually be done shortly after 11:00 so hopefully both activities will fit! If you can stick around, the Tug heats start at noon…) 

You should have received a flyer and a signup form in take home materials. Please email me at avalerio@aacps.org so we'll have an idea who is 

able to be there! (Again, this is not a field trip so students must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.)  Mr. V 

Strings: Please support your child in the strings program by encouraging him or her to practice 4-5 times per week. Ideally, 

your child should have a quiet place to practice away from other distractions. Practicing is "homework" for strings class! 

As the weather becomes cooler, please be aware that instruments adjust with temperature. Keep instruments away from direct 

heat or cold to help protect your investment. 

 The Winter Concert is on Tuesday, December 19th at 7:00 pm 

 The 4th and 5th Grade chorus will be performing at the combined Chorus, Band and Strings concert on Tuesday Dec 

19th.  Students should wear WHITE tops and black bottoms- concert appropriate attire-please, no SNEAKERS, t-shirts or 

short skirts! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! The Music Department will be holding a Karaoke Night Fundraiser on February 2nd 

Music Highlights 

Physical Education Highlights 

Students will be working on a Tumbling 

Unit that will include: 

Body Positions 

Balances 

Animal Walks  

Rolling Skills 

Weight Transfer Skills 

Combining Skills  

Routines (3-5) 
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We will be incorporating climbing wall 

and yoga with this unit.  Grade 5 will 

complete the county wide performance 

benchmark for Tumbling. 

 November is the month that the cool winter air starts settling in, holiday parties are starting up, and tasty turkey is  

roasting in the oven. It is also a time for students to remember to keep working hard and get enough sleep. Did you know that 

getting 7-9 hours of sleep every night will help students focus better, learn better and help them recover from any stresses 

of their day? 

 Finally November is the time to give thanks and we have a lot to be thankful for. We 

are thankful to all of the parents who send supplies to us, we are thankful to the parents that  

support our efforts and work hard with our students at home, and 

we are thankful for our students who come to school ready to learn and try their best. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at conference time.  

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Special Education Highlights 

mailto:avalerio@aacps.org


Remember food safety tips this fall/winter when preparing holiday feasts.  Immediately refrigerate perishable foods once 

bought.  Don’t cross-contaminate raw meat and poultry with cooked foods or foods eaten raw.   Remember clean hands and  

surfaces when preparing foods.  Cook foods to recommended temperatures.  Keep hot food hot and cold food cold when serving 

food at a buffet.  Refrigerate or freeze leftovers appropriately.  Reheat leftovers thoroughly before eating.     

General Tips to Avoid Flu 

 Avoid close contact with sick people. 

 Get a flu shot every year if it is available to you. 

 Travelers may need shots out of season. These may be available from travel medicine clinics. 

 Keep your environment clean and comfortable. 

 Wash your hands often. 

 Carry tissues and hand sanitizers. 

 Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated public places. 

 Spend time outdoors when you can. 

 Eat a healthy diet and exercise regularly. 

 Don't smoke. 

Health Room Highlights 

Speech Highlights 

Your children have been working hard in speech class! They have continued to work on 

improving their ability to express themselves with improved grammar and vocabulary, as 

well as improve their listening comprehension. Others have continued learning new    

methods to producing speech sounds correctly.   

Enjoy the many fun seasonal activities that can help develop good communication 

skills.  Cook a meal together! Go for a fall walk outside with your child! Talk about the 

upcoming holidays and traditions in your family. 
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Counselor Highlights 
5th Grade Parents-  Please continue to contact me (mrogers1@aacps.org) regarding any questions/concerns in the process of 

applying to the Magnet Programs and scheduling auditions.  Students 

may apply to two PVA areas.  The deadline to apply for the Magnet  

Programs is noon on November 30, 2017. 

Kindergarten -  Tattling vs. warning, problem-solving, friendships 

1st grade – I-Statements, friendship, cooperation 

2nd – I-statements, Tattling, Respecting differences 

3rd grade -  Respect, I-messages 

4th – Finishing academic goals, decision-making, problem-solving 

5th – Writing a resume’, decision-making  

mailto:mrogers1@aacps.org


It’s November!  On Saturday, November 4th join us for Greenscape on the grounds of West Annapolis.  We will be planting 

hundreds of spring bulbs near the entrance of school so that 2018 will be a colorful spring at WAES.  In addition, we will add 

stencils to the sidewalks of the playground so that the kids have some new games to play at recess.   

November 9th at 6pm marks our annual Bingo Night.  Your $3 entry fee provides pizza, water and bingo cards.  Come see 

friends and be a part of a really fun evening complete with prizes. 

On November 10th we will celebrate Veteran’s Day at 8:45am.  This is always a special morning to show our service personnel 

how much we appreciate them.  The USNA band will play and we hope that all of our military friends and family will come by 

to receive our thanks.   

The PTA will be at Franklin Toys in the Festival at Riva Plaza from 8-10 am on November 17th with coffee so that you can start 

your morning off right!  There are lots of reasons to visit Festival at Riva this month.  Shop at Five Below from November 13th-

December15th and Franklin Toys from November 13th-November22nd and earn money for WAES.  We will also have a         

restaurant night in the plaza mid-month—details to follow in the Weekly Retriever Report.  Holiday shopping, dining, and   

making money for WAES at the same time…yes, please!  

We hope you can join us for our November 14th PTA meeting in the Media Center. 

Want to volunteer?  We would love to have you come in for an hour or two this month—dads, you too!   Check the Weekly  

Retriever Report for all of the ways to get involved.  There are links to help out at all of the events above and more! 

PTA Highlights 
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K-1 Library Media classes are focusing on: 

 Parts of a book 

 Library Organization 

 Identifying and understanding the differences between fiction and 

non-fiction 

 Identifying the characters and setting in a book 

 Learning how to use the online catalog and beginner databases 

2-5 Library Media classes focusing on: 

 Finding themes in literature 

 Becoming experts in using the catalog (OPAC) 

 Developing effective research strategies  

 Understanding the importance of valid resources and how you can 

identify them 

 Becoming experts at using a variety of platforms (chrome books, 

iPads, laptops and traditional standalone computers) to perform  

research 

 Mrs. Stockett and I would like to thank everyone who 

participated in our Storybook Pumpkin Patch! All the 

pumpkins look magnificent! You can tell how much time 

and work went into creating each one. Great job to all! 

 If you are interested in volunteering in the Media Center 

please contact Ms. Rogers. 

Library and Media Highlights  

Storybook Pumpkin 

Patch  
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V.I.R.-Very Important Retriever 
We are continuing the V.I.R. recognition program at WAES this year.  Each month, classroom teachers will 

pick a trait or a behavior that the class will concentrate on for that month.  Some examples are  perseverance,      

cooperation, responsibility.  The classroom teacher will then pick a student that has exemplified that trait 

throughout the month.  This student will be named a V.I.R. - Very Important Retriever.  The students will be 

recognized with a certificate that will be displayed in our gym lobby showcase.  They will also have their 

names announced on the morning announcements and in the monthly newsletter.  The V.I.R. will also be 

able to bring in a small item to display with their certificate.  Some examples include pictures of family,    

pictures of pets, a favorite stuffed animal, or an award or trophy that the student is proud of. 

 

I am proud to announce the following V.I.R.s for the month of October: 

 

Sage T. Mrs. Miller’s class 

Morgan D.  Mrs. Ganey’s class 

Sienna P.  Mrs. Riley’s class 

Liam M.  Mrs. Stanley’s class 

Layla C. Mrs. Kegley’s class 

Victor C. Mrs. Minzak’s class 

Long B. Mrs. McLaughlin’s class 

Aidan N. Mrs. Thorn’s class 

Shawn N. Ms. Galyon’s class 

Jeremiah B.  Mrs. Taneyhill’s class 

Kaylee V. Mrs. Portocarrero’s class 


